
AGENDA 
of the 

Windsor Arena Closing Advisory Committee 
Wednesday, July 31, 2013 

4:00 p.m. 
Room 407, 400 City Hall Square East 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

2. DECLARATIONS OF CONFLICT 

3. ELECTION OF CHAIRPERSON 

4. BUSINESS ITEMS 

4.1 Celebratory Event Discussion 
• Confirm if the Committee's resolve is to hold a Celebratory Event 
• Types of Activities 
• Proposed timing 

4.2 The report of the Executive Initiatives Coordinator dated April 15, 2013 entitled 
"Committee to Commemorate the Closing of Windsor Arena", the report of the Manager 
of Arenas dated March 27, 2013 entitled "Windsor Arena Official Closing CQ 8-2012" 
and the Terms of Reference and Mandate - attached as background information. 

5. OTHER BUSINESS 

6. ADJOURNMENT 



Adopted by Council at its meeting held May 6, 2013 [Ml79-2013] 
VC/bm 

Windsor, Ontario, May 6, 2013 

REPORT OF THE STRIKING COMMITTEE 
of its meeting held 

April 22, 2013 

PRESENT: Mayor E. Francis 
Councillor J. Gignac 
Councillor R. Jones 
Councillor B. Marra 
Councillor F. Valentinis 
Councillor P. Hatfield 
Councillor E. Sleiman 
Councillor A. Halberstadt 
Councillor H. Payne 
Councillor D. Dilkens 

Also in attendance: 
H. Reidel, Chief Administrative Officer 
J. Payne, Community Development and Health Commissioner and 

Corporate Leader Social Development, Health, Recreation and Culture 
V. Critchley, City Clerk/Licence Commissioner and Corporate Leader Public 

Engagement and Human Resources 
0. Colucci, Chief Financial Officer/City Treasurer and Corporate Leader Finance 

and Technology 
J. Wilson, Executive Director of Recreation and Culture 

Declarations of Pecuniary Interest: 

None declared. 

Your Committee submits the following recommendations: 

(1) That a Committee BE ESTABLISHED to Commemorate the Closing of 
Windsor Arena, and further the following persons BE APPOINTED to the Committee: 

• Councillor A. Halberstadt 
• Councillor F. Valentinis 
• Councillor B. Marra 
• Representative - Windsor Spitfires 
• Representative - Windsor Minor Hockey Association 
• Representative - University of Windsor Lancers 
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TIii( CORPORATION OF TIIE CITY 01" WINDSOR 
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LiveLink REPORT#: IC,515 l{cport l>;itc: 
-

April 15, 2013 

/\uthor's N:1mc: S:mdra Hr:idt 
-- - -

l>:all- to Council: 
-- -- ·- -- - ---------

April 22, 2013 

Author's Phone: 519 255-5200 ett. 535-4 

Author's E-mail: shradt(11\cif}•.wi11dsor.on.ca 
•- -

( :l:assification #: 

To: Mayor auJ Members of City ( ·ouucil 

Subject: Committee to Commemorntc the ('losiu~ of \Viudsor ,\rcm1 

- ----·----

1. RECOMMENDATION: ( "ily Wiclt•: __ W:anl(s): J. 

l"IIAT City Council APPROVE two Council 111c111bcrs to serve 011 an ad-hm: co111111i1tee to 
cum111c1110rntc the dosing of Wi11ds11r Arena. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

2. BACKGROUND: 

At the February 21, 2012 meeting uf City Council, l'()8-2012 was submillcJ n:l1ucsting that 
Administration explore Lhc plmming uf a Signalun: Celebratory l~vcnt to mark the dosing of 
Windsor Arena. The Budget meeting or M.1id1 4. 201 J oflici.illy appruveJ thl! Arena's dosurc, 
and 011 April 8, 2013, CR 62/2013 approved, 

'TlfrlT 1/1,• rc·1wr1 datc:d ;\larch ]7, 20/J from tire i\lwwga, ll'F( 'U Cc:1111·11 a11d Are1111s 
rl'~cmli11~ a dosing n·e11t_/iJr IYiml.wr .·lr,:11a /It: HI::CI::/VI::D; am/ fi1rtlu:r, 

r11.-1r .- ld111111islral1tJII BE IJ/HECTED /II _limn " ("(lfll/1/illel' lo disn1s.1· ,,1w111i11~ "Sig11,1111re 
( 'd,·hratory f1•1·11t 111 n•cog11i=e 1hefiJ1·11wl do.Wrl! u/ Wim/.wr :1rt!lla. " 

i\d111i11istratio11 submits this report to Striking ( ·0111mit1cc lo appoint ( 'ouncil repn:sentation on 
th!! co111111i111:c. Livdink Report ill <i445 which previously atldn:ssctl this issue is attm;hcd for 
inli1n11atim1 as ,\ppcndix A. 
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3. DISCUSSION: 

Ad111i11is1ra1io11 is n.:quc:.li11g lhal City l \,um:il apprmc twu Cou111.:il 1111.:111hcrs lo serve un a 
co111millce to plan an event 1,1 111arl... Ilic chising of Windsor A1ena. 111 adJitiun lo reprcs..:ulation 
frmn Coum:il, Aumini:s1r.11iun proposes tu indmk local stakcholJcr organi1.atio11s. II is 
n:eommcnlk<l th,11 these orga11i1:ations include: 

• Windsor Spillires - n.:prcse11ti11g Cl IL I lm:h·y 
• Windsor Minor I lol:key Assncialion - rqm:sc11ti11g 111in11r sports 
• University of Windsor Lam:crs - rcprcse11ling varsity spmls 

Administration is open to receiving n.:co111me11da1iow, from City Council regarding aJJitional 
organizations 111.11 should be consulted in the prm:css. 

Ideally the co111111illec would have live voling members. Adminislralivc s taff would St!rve as 
resources to the Commillee. 

Subject to City l'oum:il approval, invitations will be exlell(Jcd to the co1111n1111ity partners notcd 
above lo participate. Subject lo approval by the Committee, ii is m1lidp.iled that the eommiltee 
will meet regularly until the cu11clusion of the cveul. Although dependent upon the scale of the 
dosing «.!vent, the time commillment per month is not cxpcded to exceed 2-4 hours. Meetings 
arc proposed to be held .11 400 l'ily Hall S4uare .111<l al a lime agreed upon hy members. Ouc to 
the short-term nature of the wurk, it is proposed lo have the committee report directly to City 
Council. Committee mcmbers will n:ccivc no rcmuncration for their involvement. The Chair of 
the Committee shall be elected al thc first 111eeti11g by majority vole. Administration will provide 
support and issue an .ige11da i11 advance of each meeting. Minutes will also be recorded and 
submillcd lo City Council. 

The Terms of Rcli.:rencc for this Cunm1ith.:c arc attachcd as /\ppcndix B. 

4. RISK ANALYSIS: 

5. FINANCIAL MATTERS: 

( 'urrenlly there is no approved bu<lgct within the Jep,1rtmcnl lo cover any City contribution 
towards this one time event. There is a11 expectation that the Windsor Arena Clo.sing Advisory 
<'ommittee will solicit donations and services in-kind to offset the costs of any planned acli vi ties. 
As nutcd in Report 1116445, should an event scheduled l.ilcr in the year ret1uirc that the ice 
surfm.:c be rein.stallc<l, there will be an approximate $4 lOU cost. A complete budgt!l for the event 
will be dr,1lkd by the commilh:c and sub111illcd 10 ( 'ity Council for approval. 

Should l'ity Council wislt lo dtarge the amount to the Recreation and Culture Department's 
operating budget, reductions would be required in the approved progrnmming. The only other 
'.;ourcc that has been identified is the Ou<lgct Stabilization Reserve (BSR). rrom an 
ad111i11is1rativc pcrspt.·ctivc this reserve has generally been recommended for one-lime, urgi;:nt 
items nut othcrwisl.! identified in the City's budget. 



6. CONSULTATIONS. 

l·:xl'u1t1w I)irl·dor 111 lh·nl'ation a11d ( '11lt11n.: 
l\la11age1. Are11as and WFCl J.( 'en Ire 
Deputy l'ity <'krk 

7. CONCLUSION: 

Wi11dsor J\rc11a has bt.:l'll a lhturc in the City or Windsor for over l'ight decades . J\ p11hlil· event 
lo mark its do~urc is a filling lrih11ll.! to its history. 

c_~~~~7--~ 
.Jclcua Payne C....--
Community l>evdopmeut and Ilea Ith 

('ulturc Commissioner and Coq>0rntc Leader Social 
De\'clopment, Health, Recreation aml 
Cultnre 

✓--J ✓· · - - ...,,~-7·) 

·;,6!/:.~··>.,;.,c;:.,_./✓--.. .,,/ ...-::;.--e~,. ~ -~~--.--.·-===-=--=-- f&J;j_ 0Ju~~ __ 
Onorio 'ohu:ci Valerie Critchley 
Chief lc'iirnnciaJ Officer/City Trc:asurcr City Clerk/License Commissioner nml 
Corporate Le:uler Fin,llll'C and Corporate Leader Public l•:ng:1gcmcnt :md 
Teclmolo~y llum:an Services 

---=--111;2_~ _--
on 

l~Xl'l'Utivc llin-l'lor of l(ccrcation :nul 

SH 

APPl•:NDICF.S: 
A(lpendix A - Livelink Report 1#164-'S 
Appendix ll - Terms of Reference 

l>l<:PARTMl~NTS/OTlll':RS CONSULTED: 
Name: 
Phone II: 519 ext. 

---------------
NOTIFICATION : 
N.unc I Addrcs~---- ------1------

I 
I Email Addrcs~ I Tckphu11c I FAX. --··---+--------+--...._________--I 

I I I 
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Item No. 8 
THE CORPORATION OF THE CITY OF WINDSOR 

Community Development and Health Services - Recreation· and Culture 
,,"-01<fot\\'~ 

MISSION STATEMENT: 
"The City ofWindsor, wilh the Involvement ofits citizens, will deliver effective and responsive municipal services, 
and will mobilize innovative community partnerships " 

LivcLink REPORT #: 16445 SR2013 Report Date: March 27, 2013 

Author's Name: Doug Sweet Date to Council: April 8, 2013 

Author's Phone: 519 974-7979 ext. 4617 Classification #: 

Author's E-mail: dsweet@city.windsor.on.ca 

To: Mayor and Members of City Council 

Subject: Windsor Arena Official Closing, CQ 8 - 2012 

PR# 13-69 

1. RECOMMENDATION: City Wide: X Ward(s): 3 

THAT the report from the Manager; WFCU Centre and Arenas regarding a closing event for 
Windsor Arena BE RECEIVED; and further . 

THAT Administration BE DIRECTED to form a committee to discuss planning a Signature · 
Celebratory Event to recognize the formal closure of Windsor Arena. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 
NIA 

2. BACKGROUND: 

Windsor Arena was constructed in 1924 and is one of the oldest arenas of its type in North 
America. The facility was originally known as the Border Cities Arena and the first main tenant 
was the Detroit Cougars (later renamed the Detroit Red Wings) for the 1926/27 NHL season, 
while the Olympia Stadium in Detroit was being built. The facility later was renamed Windsor 
Arena but was mostly referred to as "The Barn". Windsor Arena is a 4400 seat facility that 
became the home to the Windsor Bulldogs - OHA Senior A/IHL from 1953-1965, Windsor 
Spitfires from 1975 to 2008, the Windsor Lancer Men's from 2009 to present day, and many 
minor hockey, figure skating and adult groups. Over the years, Windsor Arena was also the host 
to many ice users from minor hockey, figure skating, adult pick up groups and many spe~ial 
events (Shrine Circus, Dreams on Ice). 

In 2012, a business plan was created for the building of a new Family Aquatic Complex in 
Downtown Windsor. A component of the business case identified that the Windsor Arena would 
be consolidated and repurposed. The savings from the closure, after the 2013 ice season, was 
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included with the 2013 operating budget. With the approval of the budget at the March 4, 2013 
Budget Meeting, this will be the last ice season for Windsor Arena. 

3 . . DISCUSSION: 

At" the February 21, 2012 Council meeting the following Council Question was submitted: 

CQ8-2012 
"Asks that Administration prepare a report for the purpose of discussing the planning of a 
Signature Celebratory Event to coincide with the formal closure and eventual 
redevelopment of the Windsor Arena. Given the very historic nature of the 1924 facility 
(the second oldest known arena in North America), the event should contemplate the 
involvement of major stakeholders including but not limited to all local and regional 
hockey organizations; the Windsor Spitfires and their alumni organization; the Windsor 
Essex Sports Hall of Fame; the Detroit Red Wings; the Detroit Red Wings Alumni 
Association; Bill and Les Butcher who owned the arena for many years; Lou Benda and 
several partners purchased the Barn and kept it operating; Peter Karmanos brought the 
Compuware Spitfires to Windsor, nearly winning a Memorial Cup in 1984; Steve Riolo a 
former owner of the Spitfires; Fred Sorrell etc. I also recommend that a committee be 
struck with council representation in order to oversee the planning of the event and 
ensure public and stakeholder input and involvement." 

SR2012 

_As the official closing of Windsor Arena had not yet been approved by Council, Councillor 
.Marra put the Council Question in abeyance on March 20, 2012 until official approval was 
given. At the March 4, 2013 Budget Meeting, Council approved the closure of Windsor Arena 
·as·a recreation community ice facility. 

:To recognize the history of Windsor Arena, as per Council Question CQ8-2012, a committee 
:could be formed to look at developing a closing celebration event at Windsor Arena. Th~ current 
· ice season ends March 31, 2103 and the plan was to have the ice come out of Windsor Arena 
.:shortly thereafter. However, should an event be planned later in the year ice could·be put back in 
Windsor Arena for a Celebratory Event. 

4. RISK ANALYSIS: 

The Windsor Arena has been a significant asset to the community, and a symbol for historical 
events such as the former home of the Detroit Red Wings. It is one of the oldest arenas in 
Ontario. Some form ofa closing event would be fitting to recognize the contribution that 
Windsor Arena has made as a major sports, recreation and entertainment venue. Should there be 
no closing event, there would be a lost opportunity to celebrate the impact that the facility has 
had on the community. 

:5. FINANCIAL MATTERS: 

Should Council wish to proceed with an event in April 2013, there would be minimum cost as 
the ice would not be removed, and we would just require staffing for the time the facility is open, 
for the event. 

Jf an event is scheduled for later in the year, there would be a financial cost of approximately 
·:$4, 100 to put ice back in for the event. · 
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Further costs would be determined by the committee. Currently, there is no approved budget 
line for this event. 

6. CONSULTATIONS: 

Financial Planning Administrator - Recreation and Culture 
Executive Director, Recreation and Culture 
Arena Supervisor, Windsor Arena 

7. CONCLUSION: 

Windsor Arena has played a role in the culture for the City of Windsor and many people have 
memories of "The Barn". At the start of the next season, an end of the barn celebration would 
be a fitting recognition for the closure. 

I DougS et 
j Manage , Arenas and WFCU Centre 

I 
f 
i 

I 
l 

~~~:~--~-~Q~~~·--R~<:J'-
Jelena Payne C..-
Community Development and Health 
Commissioner and Corporate Leader 
Social Development, Health, Recreation 
and Culture 

DS:we:kk. 

utive Director, Recreation and Culture 

. ~ 
Ono~ 

- Chief Financial Officer/City Treasurer and 
Corporate Leader Finance and Technology 

IAPPENDICES: 

DEPARTMENTS/OTHERS CONSULTED: 
Name: 
Phone #: 519 ext. 

NOTIFICATION : 
Name I Address I Email Address I Telephone I FAX 

I I I I 
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Windsor Arena Closing Advisory Committee 

Terms of Reference and Mandate 

Appendix B 
1. Introduction 

At the February 23, 2012 Council meeting, the following Council Question was 
submitted: 

CQS-2012 
"Asks that Administration prepare a report for the purpose ofdiscussing the planning of 
a Signature Celebratory Event to coincide with the formal closure and eventual 
redevelopment of the Windsor Arena. Given the very historic nature of the 19 2 4 facility 
(the second oldest known arena in North America), the event should contemplate the 
involvement of major stakeholders including but not limited to all local and regional 
hockey organizations; the Windsor Spitfires and their alumni organizations; the Windsor 
Essex Sports Hall of Fame; the Detroit Red Wings; the Detroit Red Wings Alumni 
Association; Bill and Les Butcher who owned the arena for many years; Lou Benda and 
several partners purchased the Barn and kept it operating; Peter Karmanos brought the 
Compuware Spitfires to Windsor, nearly winning a Memorial Cup in 1984; Steve Riolo a 
former owner of the Spitfires; Fred Sorrell, etc. I also recommend that a committee be 
struck with council representation in order to oversee the planning of the event and 
ensure public and stakeholder input and involvement. " 

At its meeting of April 8, 2013, City Council approved the following resolution: 

CR 62/2013 "THAT the report dated March 27, 2013 from the Manager, WFCU Centre 
and Arenas regarding a closing event for Windsor Arena BE RECEIVED; andfurther, 

THAT Administration BE DIRECTED to form a committee to discuss planning a 
Signature Celebratory Event to recognize the formal closure ofWindsor Arena. " 

2. Mandate 

The purpose of this committee is to recognize the history of the Windsor Arena also 
referred to as "The Barn" and, to develop and recommend to City Council a Signature 
Celebratory event to commemorate the formal closure of the Windsor Arena. 

3. Composition 

The Windsor Arena Closing Advisory Committee shall consist of the following 
• City Councillor(s)- Voting member(s) 
• One representative from the Windsor Spitfires - Voting member 
• One representative from Windsor Minor Hockey - Voting member 
• One representative from the University of Windsor Lancers - Voting Member 
• Administrative staff from the City of Windsor - Non-voting resource 



*Additional members may be appointed by the Striking Committee. 

4. Duties and Responsibilities 

• Develop a budget for the Signature Celebratory event and determine funding 
• Ensure public and stakeholder input and involvement 
• To liaise between City Council and representatives associated with the committee 

and where appropriate advise City Council. 

5. Appointment and Term 

Windsor City Council shall appoint the organizations (not specific members) to 
sit on the Windsor Arena Closing Advisory Committee. 

As the Windsor Arena Closing Advisory Committee is essentially an ad hoc 
committee, the term will cease following the Signature Celebratory event. 

6. Agenda and Minutes 

The Committee Coordinator is a designated representative of Council Services 
(City of Windsor) who will prepare agendas and minutes. 

7. Election of Chairperson 

The Chairperson of the committee shall be appointed at the inaugural meeting. 

8. Rules of Order 

Elections and meetings will be conducted according to Bourinot's Rules of Order 
and the City of Windsor Procedural By-law. 

9. Reporting Structure 

Due to the timing issues and the short term nature of this committee, it is 
suggested the minutes/committee reports proceed directly to Council and to circumvent 
the Social Development, Health & Culture Standing Committee. 

10. Remuneration 

No remuneration will be provided for committee members. 

11. Quorum 

Fifty percent plus one of the general voting membership must be present at a 
meeting to constitute a quorum. 
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